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Writig for Russan: Natasha Chourasys,acitor f the London Courlery sy
irom her native country have settied in north Lon

On the

Mention Russia and three things
probably come to mind: vodka, the
mafia and Roman Abramoyvich. But,
as PETER STEBBINGS finds out, a
little piece of the east is taking root
here in Barnet

The walls are adorned with comirg to the area is the
Soviet pictures showing presence of th
Lenin in_various fist- Sovie: Trade Delegation,
clenching poses. now. the  Russian_ Trade
“Victory_to_the Revolu: Delegation, in_Highgate.
thon of Workers' labour’ ~Russian embassy officials
and “Victory to the Soviet  have also setted focaly.
tion’ are among the o, does Alexander ot
exclamations that-seem o miss” anything_about_his
shout down the ages. Then, nd? “No. Why
playing on & Sony streo, iy e in Ukraine is
a Russian rendition of - horitle. There s hard pres-
Whitney Houston’s I Will ~ sure. Back in Ukraine. |
iways Love You. Is hard  ——
not to wonder what
geat revolutionary would  “‘When | was
make of that,
This is Dacha in East SMnall, Ithought
Enchley a Ukrsinian and  of SRerlock
Russian delcatessen beside
the Al road. Dacha (aking Holmes as
s name from the Russitn  quintessentially
Rumm lavonnk:js)p:z]\em English: polite,
n ravioli), bliny  —
(pnncukcs) and various Wise and
other stodgy delights. There - well-educated”
are also Tows of large jars
centaining borshch (a thick S
foods that

a
vould warm the cockleson . worke in @ ity facto-
cold Stberian it 1y, There were 16,000 pe
p dosstjustsell ple working. there. Now

food eithers ‘Russan. lans there are only 3,000.
guage books, videos ai y wife’s parents
newspapers are also in  worked on a collective farm
stoch [under a communist scheme.

Dacha’s owner, Alexan- to. nztionalise farming]
der Andreyev, 49, i, in fact, Now there are no cows, 1o
a Ukrainian. He came (o animals, nothing”

London 12 years ago and It isdifficult to gauge just
runs the shop with his wife how many R
a2d sister Although his s thre st n Barnet,with
glish s far from fluent, it some_ undoubtedly. being.
dlear e loves it 'in_here gy, e totm
Lon mt ndon is said
"Ies grg«l Here? e says, (o bearound 20000, 1 put
ypi

people. Life here is gentle. monthly Russian newspa-
My heart, my life s here, I per based in Station Road,
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